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A NEW IMPLEMENT 

With our wildlife resources growing slimmer by the month, an 
alarmed nation is resorting to a new implement to sow the seeds 
of conservation. The implement is education. In some states it has 
blossomed into a vast complex machine costing more than $100,000 
annually; in other states it is simpler and less expensive. In some 
states it isn't even a new implement, but in most it is fresh off the 
assembly line and still stiff with newness. But regardless of the 
age or size of this machine, like the automobile, it's here to stay. 
More and more conservationists have come to realize that educa- 
tion is the only solution to the relentless shrinkage of our natural 
resources. 

Although Mr. Average Citizen is the chief beneficiary of con- 
servation he, strangely enough, must be reminded of it. And one 
simple reminder won't do the job. His responsibility to nature’s 
endowments must be placed before him firmly, entertainingly and 
—constantly. Since little Grammar School Johnny of today is Mr. 
Average Citizen of tomorrow, the same dish must be placed before 
him. In other words every man, woman and child in the nation 
must be made to realize that the burden of salvaging our wildlife 
rests square on their shoulders. A long-range, comprehensive pro- 
gram is the only vehicle which can successfully carry this load. 

Here in Florida we are at last assembling the framework for 
such a machine. FLORIDA WILDLIFE is one of the first essential 
parts. The idea] educational setup is an efficient composite of in- 
formation, oral and visual teaching, and plain old Florida-bred 
publicity. FLORIDA WILDLIFE will carry the bulk of the in- 
formation load. Anyone who knows the facts of our wildlife situa- 
tion quickly realizes the need for conservation. But all too many 
people arent acquainted with those facts. Distributing them by 


- word of mouth would be a destructively slow process. So the only 


immediate alternative is to present them through the medium of 
a regular publication. If the publication can disseminate game and 
fish facts entertainingly enough to be enjoyable and yet impres- 
sively enough to be effective, it will be a success. We hope FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE will be able to do just that. If it can, one vital 
cog in our conservation education program will be rolling. 
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7 PROGRAM IS THE -Hcocuer 


By BEN C. MORGAN 


Shortly after the first World War Penn- 
sylvania suddenly awoke to find that her 
once great wealth of wildlife was swiftly 
becoming a myth. Her fish crop was wizened 
and sparse, and the army of game that once 
roamed the woodlands was a fond memory. 
Alarmed sportsmen yelled for action. Des- 
perately the state called in a small but able 
corps of conservationists, and gave them 
complete authority to doctor the case. Two 
decades later Pennsylvania wildlife had re- 
gained a place in the sun. Nimrods were 
again enjoying their share of deer and 
turkey, and anglers were once more carry- 
ing home gleaming strings of bass and 
trout. How was this remarkable recovery 
accomplished? Was it luck or magic? What 
had been the answer? 

That small corps of conservationists set 
up a definite program for the conservation, 
restoration and protection of game and 
fish; then stuck to it with a tenacity of a 
bulldog. The dividends it paid are history. 

Today, with hunting and fishing pres-— 
sure mounting in leaps and bounds, Florida 
is facing the same crisis Pennsylvania faced 
a score of years ago. Its fish are growing fewer and fewer; its 
deer and turkey are already beginning to disappear, and the call 
of the bobwhite is becoming dimmer and dimmer. True our 
plight isn’t as desperate as was that of Pennsylvania, but we are 
lurking on the edge of an incline that could easily send us skid- 
ding into the same desperate pit. 


Ours is the same equation, and the same answer—a program. 


With the cooperation of the commission and aid of my staff, 
I have outlined a definite conservation program to be carried out 
in Florida during the next fiscal year. The program is immediate 
but the scope is long-range. 


First is law enforcement. Regulations have been called the 
tool of conservation. But that tool can grow mighty dull without 
the proper police power to sharpen it. Currently we have 177 
wildlife officers in the field. This figure is considerably above 
the average of most southern states. But we have far more wealth 
to protect than these states, and we intend to protect it better. 
Within the next year we hope to see that force improved and, if 
possible, expanded to 220 men. It is my plan to provide thorough 
and compulsory training for these men. There will be at least two 
schools a year in various districts of the state, presided over by 
veteran and expert law enforcement officials from other states and 
the federal government. Lectures and pointers from these men 
will be invaluable to our own force. It has been said that a good 
wildlife officer must not only be a policeman but a diplomat, 
lawyer and salesman as well. The men in our force must be no less. 
We have too much at stake to trust inefficiency. 


Next comes the gigantic problem of restoration and propagation 
of our game and fish. Under the federal government's Pittman- 
Robertson program we plan to spend some $80,000 next year on 
the survey, research and restocking of deer, turkey and quail. One 
quail restoration project is already underway in Charlotte County. 
There, on a 59,000 acre refuge acquired under the Pittman- 
Robertson setup, a trained biologist is making an intensive study 
of quail feeding and propagation problems. 
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On May | another biologist began a state- 
wide survey of deer and turkey stocks. 
Through these very important projectts we 
will determine the total population and the 
locations of this game, and the amount of 
restocking and redistribution that will be 
necessary. At the same time we hope to 
begin leasing and buying public hunting 
lands in all sections of the state. These 
areas, where needed, will be restocked with 
deer, turkey and, I hope, at least 30,000 to 
40,000 bobwhite quail. In spite of the 
magnitude of this program it will cost the 
state only about $20,000. The rest of the 
bill will be footed by the Federal 
government, 


Equally important to the program will 
be a comprehensive fish management proj- 
ect. Under our chief fisheries biologist, who 
now has supervision of all state hatcheries, 
a complete survey will be made of all fresh 
waters in the State of Florida. His staff will 
make scientific studies of fish conditions in 
Lake Okeechobee, the St. Johns River and 

~~~ other lakes and streams throughout the state. 
Any conservationist knows, however, that survey is 
The doctor must diagnose 


BEN C. MORGAN 


Director, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 


development. 
a vital accessory to wildlife restoration. 
the case before prescribing the remedy. 


Next on the proposed program is an item Florida has long over- 
looked—conservation education. The people of Florida must be 
educated to the need for conservation before we attain any measure 
of success. No conservation program can be carried out without 
the understanding and cooperation of the public. And this under- 
standing and cooperation can only be accomplished through edu- 
cation and information. A man’s conscience is a powerful police- 
man. If we can teach him that guarding nature’s resources is his 
own responsibility, our battle is half won. For this purpose we 
have set up a Bureau of Information and Education. Through the 
medium of the press, radio, moving pictures, FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE, and direct contact with youth and’ civic groups, this bureau 
will preach the gospel of conservation. 


Last but not least we must make a start on hyacinth control. 
This serious problem must be overcome if Florida hope to main- 
tain any sort of stream fishing. All over the lakes and waterways 
of the State this plant pest is springing up to drive out our fish 
and suffocate necessary plant foods for ducks and geese. The 
commission has allocated $30,000 to begin eradication of this 
menace next year. 


Much has been said about the purple menace, and a $25,000,000 
appropriation has been proposed in Congress to curb it. But as 
yet very little has been done except in isolated instances. We realize 
that $30,000 is a small starter for such a giant undertaking, but 
perhaps that starter will provide the impetus for a bigger and 
really effective program. 


That, in brief, is our 1947-48 program for the conservation, 
restoration and protection of Florida wildlife. The program will 


cost money—over a million dollars—but the investment is small - 


for the return it insures. 


The dollars you spend for conservation today are buying a 
priceless heritage for the generation of tomorrow. 


ANOTHER “DEPRESSION” LOOMS 
ON THE WATERFOWL HORIZON 


Within the next year a vast, eager army, its ranks 
swollen by men whose attachment to firearms was 
cast in the mold of war, will file into the swamps 
and marshlands of the nation. The men in this army 
constitute what has been called a billion dollar in- 
dustry. They are the migratory bird hunters of Amer- 
ica. This year that army’s strength will reach un- 
paralleled proportions. Yet there is a strong indication 
it will again suffer a moral defeat. 


In plain language the duck has ducked out—and 
the goose has followed suit! 


Last year more waterfowl hunters than ever before 
shouldered their shotguns; yet the nation’s bird kill 
dropped by more than 50 percent. Here in Florida 
it is believed that the total bag skidded downward even 
more. A large majority of the State’s influx of ducks 
and geese are a part of the Atlantic flyway. Estimates 
from last season show that this once great flyways 
supplied less than nine percent of the country’s kill. 
Florida sportsmen felt this decline sharpely. Reports 
from throughout the state ran pretty uniform: 


“Worst season in years.” 
“Worst since 1933.” 





‘Just plain lousy.” 
‘Mighty sad, can’t we do something about it?” 


Comments like these were the rule, and there were 
virtually no exceptions. 


All this in spite of the fact that water-fowling had 
been dropping steadily for three years. Why? What 
has happened to the flocks of mallard, ringneck, black 
ducks and other waterfowl that once cloaked the 
sloughs and marshes of the Southland? Quite obviously 
they are dead, but, again, why? 


There are scores of reasons why our migratory birds 
are dying. But they are reasons hard to put a finger 
on; they are reasons that can’t be set down in a simple 
algebraic equation. The migratory fowl, like your 
Knight of the Road, is a hard customer to keep tabs 
on. He’s on the go too much. Experts don’t even 
hazard a guess as to how many waterfowl North 
America can claim. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service employs hundreds of trained observers to make 
yearly flyway estimates and comparisons. But they 
frankly admit there is no reasonably accurate means 
for a census. However, it doesn’t take an expert to 
know that each year is bringing poorer and poorer 
shooting. The boy who crouches, wet and cold, in 
the blind can tell you that. 
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Roughly, the rising mortality rate of the duck and 
goose can be attributed to four basic situations: 

1. Decreased productivity. 

2. Lack of wintering and feed grounds. 

3. Pollution and disease. 

4. Increased hunting pressure. 

The first reason is probably least important, but it 
deserves to be dealt with. Most authorities agree that 
under optimum condition the Alaskan and Canadian 
breeding grounds are capable of producing good hunt- 
ing for years to come. But are they producing now? 
It’s hard to tell. Evaluation of production of a breed- 
ing ground can be accomplished only by extensive and 
intensive studies. Such studies can’t be accomplished 
overnight. It’s pretty apparent, though that here in 
the United States our duck and goose production is 
dwindling. The marshes that make for breeding 
grounds are growing fewer and less tenable; adequate 
feeding areas are becoming more scarse; and predators 
and hunters are taking their toll of breeding stock. 

The Department of Interior and sporting and con- 
servation organizations are now rallying to the cause. 
Slowly but surely biologists are garnering production 
data on the nomadic fowl. Spring reconnaissances over 
the principal breeding areas on the continent are being 
made. The number of paired and single drakes of 
each species are recorded and correlated with the total 
numbers observed. Clutch sizes in nests are noted. 
Hatching success is recorded. Later brood counts by 
age classes are computed to provide average survival 
data. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service has asked 
state waterfowl biologists to follow the same procedure 


RIGHT—Mallards and wood ducks at play on the edge 
of Lake Apopka. 

BELOW—Reclaiming of marshland like this has con- 
tributed to the fall in waterfowl population. ; 
CIRCLE—A veritable sea of ducks. Sights like this are 
growing fewer and farther between. 


in all cruising and breeding areas during the peaks of 
pre-nesting, nesting and rearing season. A review of 
the averages of all these areas would then provide a 
practical and satisfactory index to the character of 
each breeding year. Regulations could then be ad- 
justed accordingly. 


However, those are proposed and attempted cor- 
rective measures for what is probably the duck hunter's 
least troublesome problem. 


The majority of watrfowl experts—and a goodly 
share of the huntsmen—place the blame for the duck 
drought squarely on the Southland. The heaviest losses, 
they claim, take place each year during migration and 
wintering periods. During these periods ducks and 
geese must have ample food supplies and safe resting 
places. Unfortunately drainage and_ reclamation 


projects have cut such spots to a tragic minimum. This, 
in a nutshell, has had the effect of flinging great 
hoards of waterfowl together at a few favorable points; 
thus concentrating hunting, intensifying lead poison- 
ing and disease factors and drastically reducing food 
supplies. 
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In Florida the latter situation is particularly alarm- 
ing. Year by year our supply of victuals for the 
itinerant waterfowl has been growing less and less. On 
thousands of acres of major wintering grounds com- 
merce, industry and plant pests have joined hands to 
deplete Mother Nature’s once bountiful larder. Con- 
struction of inland waterways, ship channels and arti- 
ficial inlets over a period of years have allowed salt- 
water to slide inward from the ocean and take over 
acres of what formerly were fresh water marshes. Since 
brackish water produces far less food than fresh water, 
this action has sent many a hungry mallard to bed 
without his supper. 

Little Miss Hyacinth, the beautiful and demure 
nemesis of the waterways, has also stripped the cub- 


board for many a wayfaring waterfowl. She and other 


such plant pests as alligator weed and sawgrass which 
have little or no food value can very effectively smother 
out millions of food producing plants. Vast areas 
that once were veritable picnic grounds for quackers 
are now cloaked in hyacinth and sawgrasses and ut- 
terly useless as feeding grounds. This, says the de- 
partment of Interior, is one reason why more and more 
birds are swinging away from Florida and charting a 
course for Mexico instead. 


The mortality rate resulting from pollution and 
disease still is, unfortunately a huge dim question 
mark. It is next to impossible to determine just what 
percent of birds succumb to botulism, cholera, lead 
poisoning and other such diseases each year. It is 
virtually impossible to make even an estimate. Some 
research men, however, have expressed the opinion 
that these factors annually account for more water- 
fowl deaths than the business end of a shotgun. Here 
again lack of winter ground enters the picture. This 
shortage of living quarters forced countless ducks to 
“double up.’ And ducks, like humans, cannot be 
packed together like sardines and hope to thrive and 
be healthy. Overcrowded wintering areas are the 
spawning grounds of botulism and cholrea. Lead pois- 
Oning also comes in for its share of destruction. In- 
creased and ineffectual shooting has literally sown 
some feeding and resting grounds with shot. Spot 
checks over the State disclose that hundreds of slain 
birds have been found with dangerous quantities of 
shot in their gizzards. 


The last of the four basic causes for the duck short- 
age is hunting pressure. And it is probably the cause 
easiest to single out. During the past three years the 
duck supply has been steadily falling off, while, para- 
doxically, hunting pressure has been shooting skyward. 
Last year the sale of duck stamps reached an all-time 
high of 2,000,000—a 20 percent increase over the 
preceding year. This has made for heavier and more 
concentrated hunting. It has also stepped up unwise 
—and in many cases— illegal shooting to an unpre- 


-cedented degree. 


At this year’s North American Wildlife Conference 
in San Antonio, Albert Hockbaum, well-known water- 


fowl research expert from Canada, told of one pot- 
hole in Manitoba that has virtually lost its breeding 
stock to greedy, short-sighted huntsmen. Last year 
he said he found perfectly good breeding slough with- 
out a duck on them. In some marsh areas, still in 
excellent condition, the loss in breeding pairs was 
nearly 80 percent of the 1945 population. 

Despite the alarming fall in duck population, Hock- 
baum reported that in one sector of Manitoba the 
1946 kill was the heaviest on record. More than 75 
percent of the local production of red-heads, he said, 
were slaughtered the opening hunting day, and the 
total bag for the season theree and one-half times 
local production. This may not have been a general 
situation, but there were enough such examples to go 
a long way in bringing about the current duck de- 
pression. 

If these are the basic causes for the dearth of water 
fowl what can be done about it? 

The answer isn’t a simple one. Probably the only 
thing that can be done immediately is to impose more 
hunting restrictions. Until it is possible to single out 
and control other limiting factors, regulating the hunt- 
ers is the only means of reaping immediate results. 
Obviously the population cycle of the waterfowl is on 
a heavy downward trend. To allow a heavy take 
during this period might prove disastrous. The Na- 
tional Audubon Society has gone so far as to advocate 
complete closing of the duck season until the situation 
is ironed out. Action this dractic isn’t likely, but 
there’s a strong indication that duck hunters this year 
can look for sharper regulations. 

It will take more than regulations, though, to bring 
our continental fleet of water fowl back to strength. 
It will take a comprehensive long-range program. 

First the hunter himself must be educated to the 
seriousness of the situation. He must learn that the 
responsibility for good duckhunting for his sons and 
grandsons rests largely upon his own shoulders. He 
must observe the regulations and see that other do 
the same; he must voluntarily restrict his own kill; 
he must hold down out-of-rage shooting and the dis- 
astrous crippling losses that go with it. In other 
words he must contribute more to the program than 
a license and a duck stamp. | 

Perhaps even more important is the restoration of 
breeding and wintering grounds and the maintenance 
of refuges. Sportsmen’s clubs are already beginning 
to oppose the needless draining of sloughs and marsh- 
lands, and in some states they are even pushing ap- 
propriations to build marshes. The food shortage must 
be remedied by cultivating and protecting both emer- 
gent and submerged vegetation. There’s a bill now 
before Congress providing $25,000,000 for hyacinth 
control in our lakes and streams. Its passage will be 
a big step in heading off Florida’s own waterfowl 
shortage. 

Surveys and studies of mortality causes must be 
made, before corrective measures can be applied. In 

(Continued on Page 14) 
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LAKE OKEECHOBEE 

They‘re beginning to get hungry again in 
Florida’s old reliable. inland ocean. After a 
sluggish April the black bass have suddenly 
started hitting. Fishing is best on the west 
and southwest sides, in the grassy fringes of 
the lake. The areas around Observation 
Island and Bare Beach have been particularly 
good to the angler. In the»grassy section 
you'll have your best luck» with a spoon; in 
deeper water angler’s are bringing in up to 
nine-pounders with a “shimmy-wiggler’’. Fair 


strings of bream are also being caught in the 
They seem to have a liking for 


deep water. 
worms. | 
a me 3% 


SUWANNEE RIVER 


When the black waters of the rom © SF 
gan subsiding in May the bass, ‘bream and 
stump-knockers started striking. There’s foie 


fishing all along its winding course, but it’s 
been particularly good in the stretches north- 
west of Branford. 
have a yearning for live bait. 


The bream are taking fresh water shrimp, 


and worms are producing the biggest strings 


of stump-knockers. A two-boat party fishing 


near Old Town, decay returned with string * 


of 80 stumps. - Biggest bass reported thus 
far was a seven- pounder taken: north of Old 
Town. ye 





STEINHATCHIE RIVER 


This” “stubby little river which separates 
Taylor and Dixie counties has long had the 
reputation. of being one of the choice fresh 
water fishing» grounds in West Florida. And 
it’s living up to that reputation ‘again this 


year. Limits of black bass, red breasts and PA oo 
blue brim are being pulled out of its waters — 
Bass are being taken’ ona plug, ™ 


everyday. 
but the perch and bream show. a.preference 
for worms. You'll get the limit quicker on 


the Steinhatchie if you start wetting YOUr 3 


hook about oe 
HILLSBORO RIVER 


Dry weather has brought down the water 
level of this little Hillsboro county stream 
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The black: bass seem. to. 
Fishermen who 
want the limit in a hurry are using shiners. — 


_now has dropped back to normal, 


 paradises of South Florida. 

“seems to be the best artificial bait for bass, 
“but they. are also. knocking: the water out of 
the stream to get to little two or three-inch 


hegre BI\ING Aerel 


and brought the fishing up to a peak. Bass 
are hitting both fly and plug, with catches 
thus far running up to 11 and 12 pounds. 
Bream are biting well, and on still days vir- 
tually everyone has been taking the limit. 
A few good catches of perch have been re- 
ported on the upper end of the river near 
Crystal Springs. 


* 


LAKE TALQUIN 

If you can make your trip during the middle 
of the week you'll find superlative fishing on 
this North Florida lake. Shellcrackers, bream, 


oo »and bass‘abound in.kake Talquin, but on 
~ weekends you'll find it pretty crowded. It is 


one of the fayorite piscatorial haunts of week- 


end vacationists from Georgia and Alabama. 

| Good bags of both bream and shellcrackers 
~Jare- being taken with earthworms and bonnet- 

“worms. 
spoon bear. but plug fishermen are getting 


The black bass are.hitting a silver 


their share. Trolling is produgstios better re- 
sults than still fishing. : 


% xs * 


LAKE ‘IMONIA 


The fishing in Lake Imonia, on the Peorgia 
border, north of Tallahassee was severely af- 
fected by backwaters from the Ochlocknee 
River early in the season, but the water level 
and for 
the past two weeks fishing has been good 


here. Bream are biting bonnetworms best. 


Casting for bass has been reported good on 
the southwest.tip of the lake. Biggest bags 
of bass.have been landed in the late after- 
oon. You'll find Lake Imonia, like Talquin, 


somewhat overfished on weekends. 


Bo x % 


FISHEATING CREEK 


This little stream runs through Highlands 


as and Glades counties and isn’t generally known 


But it is still one of the fishing 
“A 2000 lure 


over the state. 


spring frogs. Speckled Perch, bluegills and 
the large warmouth perch are jumping at 
top water lures. Best spots: Cypress Lake 
and San Lake. 








Florida's DEER and TURKEY 


By COLEMAN NEWMAN 
Chief, State Deer and Turkey Restoration Project 


Fifty years ago when Grandpa felt the urge for a 
tasty snack of Florida venison he merely stepped into 
the backyard, balanced his old breech-loader across 
the fence, checked the windage with a stream of to- 
bacco juice and waited for a 200-pound buck to cross 
his sights. Or if it happened to be the day before 
Thanksgiving he just rounded the woodshed, ambled 
a few hundred yards into the pine grove behind it 
and picked off a chortling gobbler. 

But if Grandpa lived today he would find a little 
different situation. In most areas of the state he 
could trade his breech-loader for a machine-gun and 
a squad of Alamo scouts, and chances are he’d still 
have to buy his fresh meat at the corner market. In 
the first place, there is a better than even chance that 
the old gentleman would have to travel scores of miles 
to find a place to hunt. The odds are still better that 
once he got there, he’d find the area about as abun- 
dant in deer and turkey as the White House lawn. 

The facts are that Florida’s deer and turkey popula- 
tion is becoming woefully short. Just how short we 
are not sure. The specific answer to that lies in a 
full year of intensive survey work. On the basis of 
preliminary surveys, however, indications are that only 
about 10 percent of the state’s available hunting space 
has an adequate stock of this game. On the remain- 
ing 90 percent the stock is either dangerously low or 
completely gone. Understand now, these percentages 
are based on available hunting grounds; that is, the 
lands where you and | and Joe Blow can saunter about 


These white-tails will soon be ripe for hunting. 





with our trusty shooting-irons without being jugged for 
trespassing. There is a discouragingly small amount 
of such land left in the state. In the heavy ranching 
areas of South and West Florida 80 percent of the 
land is closed to public hunting. In other areas at 
least 20 percent is closed. In fact, our preliminary 
investigations indicate that nearly 50 percent of Flor- 
ida’s hunting ground is either fenced in, posted, or 
owned or leased by private hunting clubs. Of the part 
that remains, only about half can boast any game. 
Of course, there are a few isolated areas where either 
deer, turkey or both still abound. But they are so 
few that two year’s concentrated hunting could easily 
“burn them out’’ completely. 


For the eager nimrod who shells out his license 
money each year and religiously feeds his hunting dogs 
from season to season, all this paints a pretty dismal 
picture. Well, it isn’t exactly dismal; but on the 
other hand, it certainly isn’t a robust, blooming portrait. 
With the aid of the Federal government, however, we 
hope to add a touch of color to the canvas before the 
current decade is too far gone. Under commission 
plans and the Pittman-Robertson program, | have been 
assigned two definite jobs: 


1. Restoration of deer and turkey. 
2. Acquisition of lands for public hunting. 


Both are of equal importance. There is no point 
in having game if you can’t hunt it, and there is no 
point in having hunting land if there’s no game on it. 
| have long been an advocate of public hunting areas, 
and the present situation in Florida has redoubled my 
enthusiasm. As | see it, a public hunting ground has 
two main and primary benefits: First, it allows the 
plain, ordinary, unaffluent citizen to get his share 
of hunting; second, it is a definite aid to conserva- 
tion. 


The figures | quoted earlier may give you some idea 
of what the hunter is up against in the way of space. 
But let’s break it down even further. Florida contains 
some 35 million acres of good solid terra firma. 
Roughly, half of this, we have estimated, is fenced, 
posted or otherwise inaccessible to Citizen Nimrod. 
Only about 10 to 20 percent of that remaining por- 
tion is well-inhabited by game. That leaves us with 
roughly two and one-half million acres of good avail- 
able game-land. Next year approximately 100,000 
hunters will don hunting coats and invade the fields 
of Florida. A little quick division shows that will leave 
each with an average of 25 acres over which to hunt. 
Spread that to cover 4 months and a dozen varieties 
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A frightened buck bounds to liberty in the brush of central Florida. 
Survey experts believee Florida could import 500 deer a year for the 


here for restocking purposes. 





He was trapped and brought 


next half decade without overstocking the state. 


More Deer and Turke , and More Public 
Hunting Ground Is What Our Hunters Need 


of game and you'll find it wears pretty thin. Of course, 
that is a statewide average. In some counties the 
local sportsman would be elated if he could claim 6 
acres of hunting area all his own. 


What then is the hunters alternative? He can 
either go to a good out-of-state hunting ground, 
patronize a private hunting club, or keep feeding his 
dogs and hope for the best. Several private hunting 
clubs throughout the state offer good deer hunting 
and a few, good turkey hunting. But, unfortunately, 
most of us can’t ‘cut the mustard” financially. Most 
of the better clubs charge from $10 to $50 per day 
—and in some cases more—for the privilege of stalk- 
ing your buck or waiting out your turkey flock. If you 
do much hunting, that runs into a tidy sum. So much 
so, in fact, that at the end of one season your economy- 
minded spouse would probably be moved to beat you 
about the ears with a lead-bound copy of the family 
budget. 


Therefore, the best answer for the ordinary, not- 
so-well-heeled sportsman lies in public hunting 
grounds. There he can hunt shoulder to shoulder with 
his wealthy companion. And that is as it should be. 
Our wildlife is a heritage we should all share equally. 


Public controlled hunting areas also constitute the 
simplest and most feasible method of game manage- 
ment. They permit conservation agencies to regulate 
the harvest of game and maintain sufficient breeding 
stock at all times. This insures good hunting without 
entertaining the risk of disastrous hunting. Fifty per- 
cent of a deer stock can be killed off each year with- 
out serious consequences, but let the kill run over 
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that and you are treading on dangerous ground. Public 
hunting can thus be regulated to permit good but 
orderly kills. 

How much such land do we need for this, and how 
much can we get? That is also a question that will 
be answered with the completion of our survey. On 
basis of evidence thus far, | would say Florida could 
use from 4,000,000 to 6,000,000 acres of well-stocked 
public hunting land. As to how much of that we can 
obtain, | wouldn’t even hazard a guess at this stage 
of the game. 

Much of the land we acquire will probably be shot 
out areas which will have to be restocked. How big 
this restocking program will be or how long it will 
take are also questions that can’t be answered yet. 
That is the whole purpose of our survey . . . To de- 
termine, first, our total deer and turkey population; 
next, where the bulk of it is located; the best areas to re- 
stock; and, finally, areas for restocking that can be 
eventually used for public hunting. 

When we have all those colors properly blended, 
perhaps we can then paint a brighter future for Flor- 
ida’s deer and turkey. 


Wild gobblers feed at the Tatasachee hunting preserve. 











Judges throughout the state have handed out 283 sentences for 
violation of game and fresh water fish regulations since March. 
More than half of the offenders were charged with fishing with- 
out a license. About eight percent were found guiltty of possessing 
undersized fish, and slightly over five percent were penalized 
for exceeding the bag limit on fish. Other violations included 
possessing doe deer, dynamiting fish, shooting fish, taking fish in 
a wire trap, possessing turkey out of season, and shooting from a 


state highway. Of those found guilty six received suspended sen- 
tences and seven deferred sentences. 


In Broward county, where Judge Boyd H. Anderson presides, 
34 violators were handed sentences, to top every other county in 
the state. Nassau was second with 24 convictions; Duval was 
third with 20 and Hernando followed with 14. 


The following is a detailed list of prosecutions since March. 
Court costs have been added to the fines to show total costs to 
the offender. 
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GPE NRTA ORE Ls «sc eres or we A vated Fishing Wither Hccnsih <> Glee ca Bh ic ae he oe Tptayette. si. +: J. J. Walker 
Dorris Beverly, Live Oaths. vv ivece ee cae ceva nny eingeeneaeees ishing withate licenstyc., ie ct a eel. nneesc coeeas re DeafAy Erte. +: J. J. Walker 
Datla peintievs Dive ORK 2 5 os kiecs on ean eine ony ela sieB/e\alaly's Fishing without license......... Dn A Ee es: =e ae bic J. J. Walker 
Te FOUR DEILY winch ns SA soe ae oe RANTS SERRE OCR CEN SS Fishing without lHcease a. vttensieyeeses Ae eee eevee Sa aPAy SESE oy 78 <78- B. F. Folsom 
J. G; Newsom, Williston... 0... deve sees ceweeenenctnerecss Taking turkey closed season... cs. vacesaesssscse.s cee cccncen 6 MARY AREER ar tr age Folsom 
Pca e OFTAREENe LLLTRLOD. oo bo arpa nee bine Ge Mane mh ani We Paking turkey closed s¢8500...<...2/s2:c2csce cece ccasherces ey ah Ae a Re J. W. Simmons 
Bi 0: Askew) Pogansvillc, Ga. .i5 are bw mon ees ee em Srnniasinia y nce iphne oe er ee ee 52.63 | LCC R ie tacts! hance Kirkland & Read 
WH) IA USOIE, PEC SOCINE 45 05 wsscaeo nis 50 <4 n Seien Ge edie wtOS Onis ws Possession undersize bass......0, «0+ ssh ddunns sess cc coee sega RET TAS AAR pice J. O. Hudson 
RF, Willtams, PaCksOn ville. co sc bis dines eels vcore Cease eae ee Fishing without license. . Rs” See Lace ged “hoe ph ag ana Jones & Stokes 
VR une, [aceon villes cae shins. cea ve pleut asses E> Fishing withoutlicenses.i.) cds ox vce louie ed AROMA eo cau ee Bg Stokes & Stokes 
Glareace Boyd, [ACKSONVING a. i. 0 suing ain sis Wale dep aioe Fishing without license ep ST... ae  dansseegitan been oa L. A. Stokes 
Se ie Need. lackseutille,.c cm Acc eee Ceres citar eh oe ees 20.00® Nassau.,......... L. A. Stokes 
Aves th) De) SlatTiIs, JACKEONVILE, « :airsiee espe eaetee ees cs Fishing without Mestebe xe teen wok kane each i cee pea Bee ae nace L. A. Stokes 
EPoitcedattacciooville.........) tent ee See Sd geo e paabiaale Sa gran 20.00" NASSRB i cl tees os L. A. Stokes 
CLT REFOCUS, JACKSODVILS 0 & 06.0 :nesikol aaa Roele csi Rishion without lccose sce... 6... halons. : . cs RSSSRD ieee lo L. A. Stokes 
Richard Millineton, Jacksonville... 65 ccc aaeviaciciceniaiece ws 60% Rishing without Necnse. se eo. Mak, .. oan es, yor rol apd hae ae L. A. Stokes 
Bi Cor eaeherisio, Jacksonville, ois c<oeues waa ete sears tes Domceattomatidersine buss... 0 0. Mike cts coun eens pipes ll pe hemsel Saari res 
RY Walleniad; TeCKSON VIS, io. cs cower genaoemau st cieenW awe: Pipkin chou t ieense nian bch cxwoccasauate fsa ndoadavnces aoe ashe tei ae oe L. A. Stokes 
Se qekscnville, . cones ue eee Srl 8-1. 3 MN ile SR MIL <a i ec OS 20.00" Nassatiecis 2 ose) Stokes & Stokes 
Bo Vater’, [eckson ville. 5. oe 060 densa sworewenss os an haces Pishiaarws thant HOEMGe. co oss oiussicp so a> de ik 6c ib ak os oacccace's a5 Nassat.. ese css, J. P. Jones 
Clyde Hurst Jncksonvilles, 3. 59 -cesicncaeeereenier arte ae ee es Pisbins IER DNR PIRERES, cia ecak cee oe MO coos woucetecd. pant lee creied ChE L. A. Stokes 
Mevrtie piutats JAC KEON Ville. 5. ccs0u bn ¥4 Viewun sien detects wae ces ignites we ithow@license.us iss sdactere: Oledi coos, cc tae escheat L. A. Stokes 
Gia agi calle facksonville.....n.achoc een oe een. a ee ee eee 20.00" NaSS8y 25 6 .5)550)-0- L. A. Stokes 
Pee taille: Tacksonville. .... cvs. Saeeeen ? Ce unelthccc Roe ae a 15.00° PIOREAT «5 bab ose: L. A. Stokes 
Sree tapes tecksonville.....sccccen MERE MMEd ee nog i a, Cee eee 15.00" NARSR, crereese L. A. Stokes 
F, K. Bailey, Bad Witte cckaace scl tee ee ort, Fishinwipithouplicensdos lhe phe glitate atte, y.5, ogee seca cortiee den Ay Stokes 
Sol Ousley, Jacksonville, ....01..«sc0bs pages Meee eee al Fishing withouplcctiaeleny. shi ieee. teed... oiace eae a ee aes 
Rdna Oasley, Jacksonville..\. 10... swat cenmnucesie es oa ea » UNG s Rishing seithour license: cick yas chins, <. eee cai ts eS nn so Rees 
RiRa Nae V cksanville. sc eet ee oN Meee eee 20.00" DEASERG siai9's, se 2.0/0": L. A. Stokes 
Pauline Mecks, Perrison, Gas.¢s. 0.04 cs pace ccs csutecneece is. Eishing withpeeMoescua ee el eee ee... ox uF eee mete ag ses 
(5 < Opasurch, Jacksotvilles +....c.h eh een ake emetice mn Fishing withoutlicehtes ict... ipecisecuacvcs heer... a oP cherie ees a a ik 
Jim Ross, Perry... 2.0.0 ce eecerevereeeercnscseensncecs -...-| Hunting with lig t and gun Ge oo. a 2 ip mn en 
Bei LIDAKEY , PERLY « « ».0 +04: 05m vet Melek Rules Pai em lel wes Taking game closed seas0n, ......,.000. dec oveutavasviwrensess ar ae Re ae ge Are en 
Willatd Cooper, Port Se. Joe, « coccnagisvamtnssaelseays Suir WItHOUT HCENSE Sarco oxo owaonki gas oom cae vs arte eee eae tages Bat Bane 
Pen Wide tyadull Hiehi se eee ae eine 1 Lh undies 0 a a ag Bye em ES 19.90 BV ia ea cores pa spare Allen Legrone 
Wilite MasGilign, Highland View eee. a hyde shard iy a an a aaa 10.00 BAVics eaten ss ou S. . McDonald 
Pee Dik Post loc. ee ee par tease SAcpi ata Kisualn Washoe Rleiare otal eraimee 19.90 BOY cows hes seu | Allen Legrone 
fee Pies, Kicatl..... 2 eee ee ie ok a ee eee ae is is een Om alate eee 20.65 BaP s seks ws ones Allen Legrone 
Mica tind ee ee nee Be ahh ee nts Be cotta acorns 22 25 CaliOUG’. oiar5 ais v0 « J. M. At ins 
Nudbuhose, Georgana, Ala....vo i sieaes Gey hase ees, oe Niece ae Fishing pAthak licthier soa. 4.4. ar ee, ke abet Seow Anesth ba J. M. Ac ins 
Canelios Campbell, lomaton, Ala...........s+s0c0cccseeeeee Suomi bass in closed On ES EG RFR, tee Sh EN et cepa ahd 0 ee Weber 
Li AV oolatt, Wenorchél, Wasa meee eee ee en rn a ee Te See 12.00 | Esc mbia......... B. W. Lee 
PSN Anslec icnittc: 1 ee Step bans 2 naelaagy Ger 8 oho Sl ae aah «ag a 10.00 Escambia......... Lee & McCoy 
Sei Aeace ico... Sec ee rie SRE AE Sea bots saree canta Fo trannies 17.40 ranklin......... John Elder in 
Briesd Sener Apalachicel, eee ee ESowe contd: Seaweeds sae eee a 17.40 Franklin......... John Elderkin 
Henery Russ, Apalac icola.. i. cicesusecesea tees os Beet te Fishing SIE NEEABD hea ee ok a, LS en ae Uae rate 
Gey Moady Hashing Apilachibio a ste bens: amine cial pee OD a Iga gual he sa 17.40 Franklin......... John Elder in 
appa ytarr A pales ee RESPEP IAG be 27 Sear ea one SSE OES ls a Dh gl Mh at a ae 25.00 ran lin......5.; John Elder in 
Cutky Robinson, Midway... s\.<.<sscsane sue se tute’ Le aie Boseestion Gineticinded aeeeAe Fadel. bai bk ean me preoe es sag hatas dons eee an 
Seer OUlusie, Marianna: o+.0.460 cand aed oie pe ae Fishing with too man hee, a oe tees eae ne ott, ee pes coo pees ae pee ne eae leas 
See Gout Matinee oe eee ene wee Lane Po RTs apache 0 a OR ge 20.00 Gadsden. . 516 cues Rhodus N. Hill 
Waihi Ghiver, Caitc, Gace ee ae See ee POC RE Vel c atalake iy ms eto seca nes Aa ah Scena la 20.00 Gansnent oe cxlscee Rhodus N. Hill 
POAT Baiecs, Chiro, Ga ee a ites: be rseme pps vin.w are Sco PMYOTAISIEa he UF CaS RT EE ye EDN s Cat 20.00 Gadsden. < 6.0.06. Rhodus N. Hill 
Peis kee Clark, Tallataseeel ee eispins ab asin cient aaah dak igcte ak ie ae SE aan 20.00 Gadsden. ........ Rhodus N. Hill 
Gy Thames, Opelika Ala, oh Oe eo gee: ee aap RO Tg 30.00 areas sos pgs J. O. Johnson 
a gee Opelika, Alt &. 5.1 <4. ko iad ieta Rk titi dsl wie Possession bass closed season.........-...s cscs seeccecccceuces oe eal oe eee Nea eas 
Pm. Williams, Opelika, Alas, Somers tate row cee Weina Beciin fob Baltes =. bash he dda ie eSeoes tal Aires ped eee ee 
Detcickad Hoke Cn ee ee Ardole S regina BML aegis Sot) Ty oa os gear paak cy vee 20.00 Gull, s:.0¢s 2: 3enae Allen Legrone 
Weiuid Forhand, Boctig, tt eke ear epeoane npg Sct a ek oa ate se 16.65 Holines4.... sheds Leslie A. Harrell 
Eile Singletary: Weasilitc co ee a ae shee g fish Pn hy pags eta ie bal hE CCU 16.65 Holmes; oy. 3 nae Samuel B. Spears 
Gals tdion Dadisge hia eee eens dee Bak LE Re OE ALR RL eae 16.65 Holiness s.cece cs Samuel B. Spears 
Duc Mines, Wardle oe ae ee pishite i ce pie eibglae ge ae eS Shae emg ce 16.65 Hobe con 3/4 ose Samuel B. Spears 
Hadi sthchts, Walle c ee ee ne es SE Re Ral Shag ds 16.65 Holimesiz.205 3% 72% ‘Samuel B. Spears 
fe O Willlkms Gisele ee pene IIs OR ee Rama hie be NE 19.65 Holines. 2 .3:54.< 5-2 Samuel B. Spears 
PauNdans, CAT eee Fishing cae eee piace prt Reveee cores Sate SPR 16.65 Holmes.......... Sam Hunter 
EELS hulk, Dea REA Oc ee ee ene sales Aanee POSE: To ethan ak ox hes Viecd ob aoro ae 19.65 Holmes... <5 <35:< ¢s0r Samuel B. Spears 
hic, Come ee Pes kiis. pains peed oe Pe GE oe Re Ree oh ae Oe OE Se RR 10.00 JACKSON bcs view.un Joe B. Dykes 
Pio Comme ote sal lags ae wih RR GO WO ek UE ga foi 28.90 ff Pot 3 os T. L. Griffin 
Walter Jackson, Graceville. oi. acetecacnwees Ras Killing Ducks in iia: ane RTS Beat Be a BARN, Mame ae ae a abe eg eer 
James S. Odom, Thomasville, Ga.. 2... 6.6.6.6 cece cece es ath Fishing with improper biceree 1d RE EER Sie age ae eres eee 
A, Bou FAENSON, TIEHGON © 54/5 \9: po wed ois «2 nica’ @ ace gers pee NIE RISTO LaTS Fishing with too dae BIE cy ont Ne eee, ES BEL ses San nee 4 ee 
Woniveie, talkies eee rigors hares WDOICS s 529) co 95054 emia ce oe he PoC Are Hee nTo 20.00 1 RET oy 2 Wye ea SRT eR oC J. H. Harrison 
ie tiyes: Tatlakauee oy Bee ein Sate eet geese Pasi « Hosea tea a een RNR 25.00 Leon....+.-+++++- Duggar & Larkins 
a i. Wie Diis, BEIGE] b= y9.0°4-5. 05-60% «sais RE. hacking bag limit on squirrels rei WEA ites 3i:s0** fibers Rates Walter Larkins 
af cakin, Tallahasicoct cco eee ae ae xce : sige ONS ae een es eee teers sete raaeneees . iberty...+--.+.. alter Larkins 
BAW Dickey) Tallalisgece! 1<-Cssiat oA ap te gee date cca peeks ayy rs esses farsa sar toa: (decane en Eater Ghee 
Ste Visi’, laren Rocks. fee koe Lee Sigs Sense ig ile aed RSE: deagke la. win gc TA 5.00 Liberty....-....- Lothair Chester 
Wisiict jones, Tallataicee (eee ee pret Soaks Goo S at ag Coe Cae 34.75 Liberty.........- Duggar & Larkins 
0 lees: Cicerviek. Suis; iecrstieek Re wee Spore tee eee eee ee ea 26.75 | LADCHER sf 00 aes 4 Lothair Chester 
Dausllstuslot, taut BARC ee eee oe se OCR: OOS SSE ais ents eReasints ecae serene ee 200.00 Okaloosa,........ W. M. Stokes, Jr. 
E. E Roberts, Crest viow., 3.2 pee sa cen noes eae aor mardeeee Fishin with wire traps aha Sak ge we heer tener cop Seine eee Oe eae 
Aw Mi Henderson, Crestyiewsics .cue-os0 osc Seiten cs ube oe ; Fishing with wire ee. Piet las ee ee Ee ee Se er crete eg aie hee Lana 
ert. Cac Seat: i sap Coe Ande! ois BaP a ee Pla: Neath ek ahs 10.00 OkA1O0SS i esc Bush & Whiddon 
Malcom Carrie, Crestviewraas oi auusvc totes bene ceee es : : Fishing with wire i A Sid bent ON oD et eh ea Aone eae 
iy We Ginn Lice Ce a ee gee: behing hall uleiag seh ke LEAS Nga atrh uty Seite patie 25.00 Okaloosa......... Bush & Whiddon 
B..J. Davis; Pebeacots. $.0.(0.2% ine rataesiaes posse na ns 63 Lae Posen bass closed season NE So REGATTA T IE ss ic al al aa Nat Sie te 
A. Ry Nelson, Pensacols: fics kip sis cieemabn s haces o as ue <s Dascenkion hada closedsseuebu scr ACen ae ote as gpraae NG ae 
DB: Shank, Milton: io iccese ccm eee a ea sascekeare sues ‘.| Fishing without license De Rae BRE cee EER OR a eh oe Pag Wk Son 
We). Goleman, Pensacola. 5 scevswn sawecmsts Rune asees alenaes Popes bass closed season HOE SEEDER ETS Ue WE Sena 25,00" Sesh ee Sia CF rans 
GC. RK. Jordon, Eglin Biétd) stove, aes ctex en eat eter ees ea Bishitin withoue Wicadise ..: c> cacadedtechs odds te. Pek oo we nip esa OL alta 
Bore Ceawiornd, Pensacola. it cur aiesw aan ch aos woes nis Fishing without Hccose.aocssec os on nt teeahtbd alas one ee: ae er ates 
Gs Adkison, Pensacola. gadsc ceecr canal Cotes cence ee Fishing without lebenses. c.f... fo. cdce wrieobale dee pe mamese ane ee oe 
Tipe Fe We Ae a ae pope sd pi “irk arcs Shs Gar aca Se ane eoxbcd he edie aise pte Sifonwie bts 23.00 Santa Rosa....... W. M. Stokes, Jr. 
TL. Hi Jowers, Tatlahasieeires vaiscie dew wale alate wet tou * Fishing without fcente a Ce Res nal RE Re te Rae: oe oe eee 
Clarence: Pichard; “Tallahassee s. 200510 oe nleey- ak ned oo ees x Fishing without lic nies RS SE aid Poe y, ee een ee ie es OL we 
AL S.Gise vet, Atlanta digaeitcs casio scyt oa ee elecnasens Fishing without Hecate Se Se wae Gh woe eines Sec areeee | es ae hehe ieee Ooty 
Jathes Parish, Waiasatincaiossacccis ca bocce kc Seay os aeons She Fishing without heehee a Wart ERNE ae rake see eae 7 ae re heap eae Nee en 
HH. Le Walsit pas ne Wise Wace cnn Wiis o> PeeWee Seen us ieee ee Position bass seed GkaEe ch Le ae Dad oe So vakinten oe ei Gina 
John Holloway, Panama City. ..........cccccecececececeee. Hunting without lic Ree Oe Pore e Lan We oe ee eo Le ba ch EL Calin 
EDs ledine, Mae ea EO Lae Ee a a ee Bone aye © in. 5 Dey wiediisl pepo Gl eee Beeb Nelo SESS 11.65 Washington...... T. L. Griffin 
GP Rance Ghinee ae ee eg eee AED: ea poe CHEE Sheed kee pe moe tor anette eee SER © 11.65 Washington...... T. L. Griffin 
Ain theta ace ¢ Wan Closed Waters tirmaceeeuiue'e eres Paka SS oa POD Washington......| T. L. Griffin 
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SPORTSMEN’S CLUBS 


The Gulfport Fish and Game As- 
sociation’s first Country Store Night, 
held at the Gulfport Casino, April 
29, proved such a rousing success 
that members have voted to make 


it an annual shindig. Besides pro- 


viding a riotious evening’s fun for 
the more than 200 in attendance, 
the affair swelled the coffers of the 
club by some $400. The entertain- 
ment program featuring vaudeville 


magician Ted Van Antwerp and the 
Fish and Game quartet was solemnly adjudged a 
knockout by the audience. John (Frenchy) Lajoie 
also turned in a sparkling job as master of ceremonies. 
One of the big attractions of the evening was the 
awarding of free gifts to more than 200 persons. The 
gifts ranged from a 14-foot boat to an electric bottle 
warmer for the baby. The gifts were donated to the 
club by St. Petersburg merchants and business houses. 
Flushed by their initial success the organization, one 
of the most progressive in the state, plans to make 
Country Store Night a yearly affair, with the proceeds 
going to promote wildlife conservation in Florida. 
Principal speakers for the occasion were Andrew 
Potter, Pinellas County Commissioner, and E. C. Wimer, 
executive secretary of the Florida Wildlife Federation. 
Potter commended the club for the work it was doing 
and urged it on to even stronger efforts. Wimer point- 
ed out the value of a powerful statewide wildlife as- 
sociation to boost conservation and outlined the aims 
of the Florida Federation.—E. A. Markham. 


se % 


The Caloosahatchee Conservation Club at a May 8 
meeting in Ft. Myers adopted a recommendation from 
its game committee urging that the duck season be 
opened in this section January |. A recommendation 
that the hunting season on marsh hens coincide with 
the season on other game birds was also adopted. 

The Lake County Association boasts more than 160 
members, 100 of which were enlisted during a mem- 
bership drive at the Florida Sportsmen’s Exposition in 
Eustis last March. 

The annual bass contest, sponsored by the East 
Hillsborough Fish and Game Club got under way early 
in May with $15 prizes awaiting the three winners. 
The cash awards go to the man, woman and underage 


1? 





‘Prom 








angler who cops the biggest fish 
during the year. A top prize of $15 
and a runnerup award of $10 will 
be presented to the winner of each 
division. All entrants must be 
members of the club. Although a 
nine - pound large - mouth _ bass 
grabbed off the prize money last 
year, there have already been sev- 
eral 12-pounders hooked this sea- 
son. None of these, however, have 
been entered in the contest. 


The Winter Haven Sportsmen’s 
Club has received the first shipment of bass fingerlings 
for its rearing pools near Lake essie. The rearing 
pools are part of a three point program set up by the 
club to promote better rod-and-reel sport in the area. 
Two other projects call for the removal of predatory 
fish from fresh water lakes, and a scientific study of 
lake fertilization benefits. 

* xd 


The Big Cypress Hunting Club of San Antonio voted 
to affiliate with the Florida Wildlife Federation at a 
meeting May 16 at Cannon Ranch. Club member- 
ship now stands at 25. Guests at the meeting included 
L. G. Bruce, Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sioner from the First District; D. Frank Smoak, chief 
law enforcement officer for the Game and Fish Com- 
mission; and E. C. Wimer, executive secretary of the 
Wildlife Federation.—Al Vogel. 


ok 


The Hendry County Fish and Game Association took 
in more than 50 new members at a countywide associa- 
tion barbecue May 6. This upped the club’s mem- 
bership to nearly 300. The association was organized 
last January with an initial membership of 122. Of- 
ficers are now shooting at a membership goal of 400. 

More than 700 pounds of beef and pork, barbecued 
by Tom Poole of Labelle, was served during the all- 
day outing. Music was furnished by the LaBelle 
high school band. 


The club meets on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month and alternates between LaBelle and Clewiston 
so as to give the greatest possible number a chance 
to participate in conservation activities. At the last 
meeting the club voted to oppose any amendment or 
legislation that would affect the powers of the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission.—A. A. Harrington. 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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Dry weather on the heels of heavy back- 
waters is costing wildlife officers all over 
North Florida gallons of sweat right now. 
Thousands and thousands of trapped fish 
are now being moved from ponds, ditches 
and small lakes to deeper waters in a fran- 
tic effort to beat the dry weather. The 
situation is particularly bad in Lafayette, 
Dixie and Levy counties. In Lafayette 
county Wildlife Officers J. ]. Walker and 
B. F. Folsom have already dumped an 
estimated 5,000 bream, bass and perch and 
other game fish into the life-saving waters 
of the Suwanee River. The fish were 
caught in minnow nets and transported to 
their new home in barrels. 

More than 100,000 bream and bass finger- 
lings were released in the fresh water 
streams of Holmes county early in May. 
The small fry were transported by tank 
truck from the Blackwater Hatchery near 
Holt to Bonifay. Most of the fish were 
deposited in Wright's Creek, five miles 
north of Bonifay. — 

Anglers had a field day on Callaway Lake 
the last two weeks in April. An overnight 
flood broke the dam and spillway which 
had converted the bayou arm into a fresh 
water lake, and rather than see the fish 
die in salt water the lake was open to 
fishing until May 1. For days hundreds 
of eager anglers lined the banks to take 
their share of bream, shell-cracker and 
bass. 

More than 300 Texas quail were turned 
loose in the fields of Palm Beach county 
last month, under the supervision of Wild- 
life Officer Vernon Hays. The shipment, 
brought in from Laredo, Texas, boosted to 
800 the number of bobwhites supplied the 
east coast county this year. 

In an effort to promote better conserva- 
tion Wildlife Officer O. C. Land of Ocala 
has urged sportsmen to aid him in the en- 
forcement of game and fish laws in his 
area. In a statement to the Ocala Star- 
Banner, Land asked conservation-minded 
citizens to relay to him any information of 
game violations. His plea was given con- 
siderable space in the newspaper. 
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Hunting Seasons To Be —T/ 


Decided At June Meeting 


The Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission will meet in Tallahassee June 23 to 
revise hunting regulations and set dates 
for the 1947-48 season. 


Commission Director Ben C. Morgan says 
the board hopes to adopt more uniform 
hunting regulations at the June conference. 
Officials of the commission are now meet- 
ing with sportsmen’s clubs in several coun- 
ties in an effort to get a composite picture 


of the hunting situation over the state. 
Morgan has urged all outdoor organiza- 

tions to either submit the views of their 

members to the commission, or send a 


delegate to the meeting. 

At the meeting, to be held in the Old 
Senate Chamber, opening and closing dates 
will be set for the shooting of deer, turkey, 
quail, squirrel, duck, geese, coot, marsh 
hen and dove. 





Hunting Accidents | 
For Last Season 
Total Twenty-five 


Four persons were killed, seven seriously 
injured, and 14 hurt slightly in hunting ac- 
cidents last season, according to reports 
from wildlife officers of the Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission. 

Citrus County claimed two of the four 
fatalities. Buster Head of Homosassa was 
killed with a 22 calibre rifle and Harlie An- 
derson of Inverness was fatally injured when 
a shotgun was accidentally discharged. 

In Lee County Nick Kelly of Ft. Myers 
was killed when a blast from his shotgun 
set off a box of shotgun shells. 

Richard Hunter of McAlpin was fatally 
wounded when his dog jumped a fence and 
discharged a shotgun he had placed along 
side it. 


Plants Bird Food 


Pinellas County Commissioners have voted 
to set up a revolving fund of $100 for the 
seeding of plant foods for game birds. The 
seeds will be distributed through game and 
conservation clubs to farmers who will do 
the actual planting. Howard R. Bissland, 
Department of Agriculture biologist, will 
act as coordinator for the project. 

The seeds will include partridge peas, 
Sesbania, Upland rice, red root and other 
plant varieties which produce food for game 
birds. ‘The action was taken on the recom- 
mendation of Commissioners Thomas T. 
North and Al Swartz. 

Approximately 125,000 small bream were 
placed in the fresh water bodies of Bay 
County late last month. The shipment, 
handled by Officers S. P. McDonald and 
W. L. Boyd, was placed on display in 
Panama City for several hours. The fish 
were released in Bear’ Creek and Bayou 
George. In the past two years the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission has 
provided Bay County with nearly a million 
fish for restocking purposes. 


Commission Resets 
Possession Limits 


The Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission has adopted an amendment per- 
mitting only one day’s bag limit of fresh 
water fish to be transported out of the 
state. Previously two days limit had been 
allowed. 

The measure was one of two amendments 
passed at a special meeting of the Commis- 
sion May 19. The other reduced possession 
in the entire Third District to one day’s 
legal catch. Possession in the remaining 
four districts was left at two days limit. 

Both amendments, Director Ben C. Mor- 
gan said, were prompted by unparalled out- 
of-state fishing pressure, particularly in the 
Third District. 


Records Show Big 
Increase In Sale 
Of Fishing License 


Fresh water angling is coming to the 
top as a favorite U. S. sport. Figures issued 
by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service show 
that 11,168,717 fishing licenses were sold 
throughout the nation during the last fiscal 
year. 

This represents an increase of 2,788,485 
over the preceding year’s total. 

Revenues from these licenses amounted 
to $15,033,796, an average of less than 
$1.50 each. In view of the fact that it 
takes nearly $1.50 worth of food to grow 
one pound of trout, the angler enjoys one 
of the cheapest forms of outdoor recreation. 

Proving the theory that fishermen move 
about a lot, the report disclosed that non- 
resident licenses totaled 1,093,099, an in- 
crease of nearly 340,000 over the preceding 
year. 

In Mississippi more non-residents bought 
licenses than did residents. The state col- 
lected for 9,158 of the former and only 
6,494 of the latter. 
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Commission to Fete Outdoor Writers 


Florida’s conservation program will be 
in the national spotlight Saturday, June 7, 
when the State Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission plays host to the more 
than 500 writers, illustrators and radio 
commentators expected to attend the annual 
Outdoor Writers of America convention in 
St. Petersburg. 

The commission has been given the honor 
of sponsoring the President’s Dinner on next 
to the final day of the gala five-day fiesta. 

Speakers for the event will include Ellis 


SPORTSMEN’S CLUBS 


(Continued From Page 12) 


The Kissimmee Sportsmen's Association 
has hit upon an idea that’s a cinch to pay 
rod-and-reel dividends. At a meeting in 
April, the organ‘zation passed a resolution 
providing $5 prizes for the heaviest gar fish 
and the heaviest mudfish caught by club 
members in Osceola county during the 
month of May. The action was taken in an 
effort to stimulate the removal of the gars 
and mudfish from the lakes and streams in 


that locality. Since these two _piscatorial 
specimen are notorious predators, club mem- 
bers believe this is a conservation step in the 
right direction. Other clubs throughout 
Florida might well follow the Kissimmee 
organization's lead. 


James B. Ober, president of the Sports- 
man’s Club of Dade County and one of 
Florida’s best known conservation’sts, died 
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Davis, commissioner from the Fifth District, 
and J. Hammond Brown, executive director 
of the OWAA. 

Rube Allyn, executive secretary of the 
Florida Outdoor Writers and coordinator 
for the convention, says St. Petersburg and 
Florida are outdoing themselves to show 
the visiting writers a good time. The annual 
convention, which moves from state to 
state, won't be held in Florida again for 47 


years. 





in Miami May 9 of a heart atfack. He was 
club. A founder of the Dade County Wild- 
serving his fifth term as president of the 
life Federation, Ober served as an official 
of the group for several years, constantly 
advocating legislation favorable to South 
Florida sportsmen. Directors of the Sports- 
man’s Club held a special memorial meeting 
in Ober’s honor May 13 at the organization 
clubhouse. 

The recently organized West Side Sports- 
men’s Club of Citrus County has elected 
Brown Dumas of Dunellon president. Kirbee 
Crump was named secretary and treasurer. 


The club was organized at a meeting at 
Homossassa Springs. 

The DeSota County Sportsman Club is 
laying plans for an outdoor supper early in 
June. The supper will be the leadoff step in 
a new drive for membership. The club now 
stands at 80 members, and hopes to double 
the figure by fall. 





ABOVE—Left to right, Stanley Griffis, Wildlife Officer Harney McCain, and R. L. Wycoff, 
secretary of the Indian River Rod and Gun Club, are shown releasing part of the 1,000 
quail recently allotted the county for restocking. 


More than $50,000 worth of entertain- 
ment has been lined up for the occasion, 
Allyn said. 


a fish fry, a barbecue, a “roasterum”. two 


b 


Included in the events will be 


banquets, four cocktail parties, three motor- 
cades, a fishing tackle show, three radio 
breakfasts, innumerable bass fishing trips, 
beach parties, fashion shows, prize movie 
exhibitions, and parade of Florida’s most 
gorgeous bathing beauties. 


SSS spe eee 


Waterfow! Crisis 


(Continued From Page 6) 


all this the Fish and Wildlife Service must 
have the cooperation of state and fish de- 
partments, sportsmen’s club and, more im- 


portant, the hunters themselves. 


A Department of Interior spokesman re- 
cently declared that teamwork was the key- 
note of an effective waterfowl program. 
This teamwork shouldn’t be hard to get. 


Nimrods all over the nation are rapidly rea- 
lizing this is a waterfowl crisis. They realize 
if something isn’t done and done quickly 
the famous “duck depression” of the mid- 
thirties will be playing a repeat performance. 





Rev. W. R. Veich of Plant City proudly 
displays the eight pound bass he caught 
from the Lake Eustis sea wall. The fish 
was hooked a bare 25 feet from a 
shufflebroad court where a game was 
in porgress. 
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They Fish for Jewelry 


Down ins Broward County a group of enterpris- 
ing fishermen have taken one of the most worth- 
less inhabitants of the waterways and made him 
the principal product of a thriving new industry. 
The much-maligned garfish is now providing raw 
material for one of the top novelty manufacturers 
in the state. The manufacturer has found that 
scales from the gar produce some of his finest 
costume jewelry and curio pieces. Here a group 
of netters demonstrate how the raw material is 
obtained. EXTREME TOP pictures show a 1,000- 
fish haul being brought in and unloaded. ABOVE 
are drums and a pump, items of equipment 
used in the scale-producing operation. After 
the fish are caught they are decapitated (LOWER 
RIGHT) and placed in the drums for boiling 
(RIGHT). Water is then pumped into the drums 
to separate the boiled flesh from the scales, which 
settle to the bottom. This haul of gar produced 
more than twenty gallons of scales, which sold for 
an average of $6 per gallon. 








Yep, Johnny this is a game hog. 
Take a good look so you'll remember him. 
---But if you forget how he looks you can still identify him. 
He’s the fellow who scoffs at game laws... 
He’s the hunter who sneers at conservation .. . 
He’s the “sportsman” who never kills 12 quail— 
if he can kill 50... 


HE IS THE GUY WHO IS GOBBLING UP YOUR HERITAGE! 


But the game hog isn’t a hopeless case 
He is suffering from ignorance, thoughtlessness 
—or both. No man would INTENTIONALLY destroy 
that which is his own. 


Help Cure Him By 


Practicing and Preaching Couserwatios 


